Bear Lake County Commissioners’ Meeting

July 27, 2026
Commissioners’ Chambers — Paris, Idaho

The Board of Bear Lake County Commissioners met in its regular meeting at 9 a.m. Monday, July
27, 2026, in the Commissioners’ Chambers in Paris, Idaho. Video access to the meeting was
available via Zoom. Members present were Board Chairman Rex L. Payne, Commissioner Wynn
S. Olsen, Commissioner Alan P. Eborn, and Clerk of the Board Amy Bishop. Also in attendance
were Prosecutor Ronnie Keller, various staff, and members of the public.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
The Board reviewed the agenda.

MOTION: Commissioner Eborn made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion received a
second from Commissioner Olsen. The motion carried.

GENERAL BUSINESS

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT WITH CARIBOU, FRANKLIN, AND ONEIDA COUNTIES FOR
EMERGENCIES

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to adopt the mutual aid agreement
with Caribou, Franklin, and Oneida Counties for emergencies. The motion received a
second from Commissioner Eborn. The motion carried.

CERTIFICATE OF RESIDENCY

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to approve the Certificate of Residency
for Madison Hopkin. The motion received a second from Commissioner Eborn. The

motion carried.
GREGG PUGMIRE — REQUEST TO RENAME SOUTH CANYON ROAD

Clerk Amy Bishop reported that she received letters from three individuals who own property
on South Canyon Road in Fish Haven. The owners were requesting to have the road renamed
due to confusion and misdirection. Prosecutor Ronnie Keller had responded to the landowners

in writing outlining the process to have a road renamed.

Gregg Pugmire, one of the landowners, explained the trouble he has had with the road name,
including difficulty getting a construction loan and packages not arriving due to the confusing
address. The landowners proposed a new name of Bucks Landing Lane but are willing to



consider other names proposed by the Board. The Board held a discussion about the way roads

are named in the county.

MOTION: Commissioner Eborn made a motion to approve the request to change the name of
South Canyon Road in Fish Haven to Bucks Landing Lane. The motion received a second from

Commissioner Olsen. The motion carried.
Prosecutor Ronnie Keller will draft a resolution for the road name change.
TODD BOEHME — COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT

JOE’S GAP ROAD RECOMMENDATION

Todd Boehme, County Superintendent, completed an assessment to determine the
suitability of the proposed development in Joe’s Gap. He provided his findings in a letter
to the Board.

Prosecutor Ronnie Keller reported that he was present at a Planning and Zoning meeting
several months ago when the developer was proposing the new subdivision. At that
time, the Planning and Zoning Commission requested a development agreement.

Mitch Poulsen, administrator for the Planning and Zoning Commission, reported that
there are 9 lots proposed at the site, and that this is a lot split rather than a new
subdivision. The Board held a discussion about winter road maintenance and what
responsibilities lie with the county versus the developer.

DUMP TRUCK LEASE

Todd Boehme spoke about the dump truck lease discussed during the last meeting. He
reported the current dump truck lease will be paid off soon and presented two quotes

for the new lease.

MOTION: Commissioner Eborn made a motion to move ahead with the lease purchase
of a 2027 Kenworth T80 using Summit National Bank as the lender. The motion
received a second from Commissioner Olsen. The motion carried.

TRACTOR AND MOWER QUOTES/PURCHASE

Todd Boehme reported that he needs to gather more information before he brings this

before the Board for approval.
STATE/LOCAL AGREEMENT WITH ITD FOR GUARDRAIL PROJECT

Clerk Amy Bishop reported that Idaho Transportation Department is seeking the county’s
commitment to the guardrail project before they are willing to move forward. Todd



Boehme reported that the project is ahead of schedule and that the funds have been
allocated for the project.

MOTION: Commissioner Eborn made a motion to approve the agreement with Idaho
Transportation Department for A025(049) Guardrail Upgrade for Safety, Key Number
25049. The motion received a second from Commissioner Olsen. The motion carried.

RACHEL FOSTER — REQUEST TO WAIVE PENALTY AND INTEREST AIN 24064.00

Rachel Foster appeared by Zoom to request a waiver of late fees and interest for the previous
tax year. Foster indicated that she received the tax notice, but not the tax bill. Treasurer Tricia
Poulsen reported that she mailed the bill and it was not returned by the postal service. She
reported that Foster had paid the balance due except for the penalty and interest.

The Board held a discussion regarding the responsibility of the property owner to know when
taxes are due and to pay on time. The Board agreed that Foster’s situation did not qualify as a

hardship situation.

MOTION: Commissioner Eborn made a motion to deny the request for waiver of penalty and
interest for the second notice of the tax year in the amount of $158.86. The motion received a

second from Commissioner Olsen. The motion carried.
KIDS FIRST COALITION PILOT PROGRAM IN BANNOCK COUNTY

Tenille Call, the director of education for United Way of Idaho, reported that Bannock County is
piloting a program to assist asset-limited, income-constrained, employed families in Southeast
Idaho with childcare. Call presented the tri-share model, where the cost of childcare is shared
equally between a family, an employer, and the county. Call requested $25,000.00 to begin this
program in Bear Lake County.

The Board held a discussion with Call about how the program may be implemented to serve the
most families. Call indicated that United Way has a survey to send out to determine needs

throughout the county.
MITCH POULSEN — FINAL PLAT APPROVAL SAGES CREEK PARTNERS LLC

Mitch Poulsen, Administrator for the Planning & Zoning Commission, presented the final

proposed plat for Sages Creek Subdivision.

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to approve the final plat for the Sages Creek
Partners LLC subdivision on Sharon Loop. The motion received a second from Commissioner

Eborn. The motion carried.

BEAR LAKE WATCH — DECONTAMINATION STATION AT NORTH BEACH



Brady Long, Executive Director of Bear Lake Watch, reported that a Memorandum of
Understanding had been drafted by the Idaho Department of Agriculture. Prosecutor Ronnie
Keller reported that he was not optimistic about being able to use the land proposed by Bear
Lake Watch to place the decontamination station. Keller reported that there was a recent case
before the Idaho Supreme Court with similar elements that was not successful on appeal.

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE — DECONTAMINATION STATION AT NORTH BEACH
MOU

Prosecutor Ronnie Keller reported that he drafted a Memorandum of Understanding and sent it
to the Attorney General’s office for review. Commissioner Eborn stated that doing something is
better than doing nothing. He questioned Marine Deputy Tyee Graham about watercraft

inspections at Bear Lake.

MOTION: At 11:18 am, Commissioner Eborn made a motion to go into executive session
under IC §74-206(1)(b); to consider the evaluation, dismissal or disciplining of, or to hear
complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual
agent or public school student. The motion received a second from Commissioner Olsen. Roll
call: Commissioner Payne, aye; Commissioner Eborn, aye; Commissioner Olsen, aye. The

motion carried.

MOTION: At 11:47 am, Commissioner Olsen made a motion to leave executive session and
return to the regular meeting. The motion received a second from Commissioner Eborn. The

motion carried.
BUDGET WORK SESSION

Clerk Amy Bishop reviewed a summary of budget requests submitted by each department. The
Board held a discussion about the major budget requests and expressed their opinions about
each request. Bishop indicated she would have the proposed final budget ready for approval at
the next meeting, with a tentative budget hearing scheduled on August 28, 2026.

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion received a

second from Commissioner Eborn. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:51 pm.
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