Bear Lake County Commissioners’ Special Meeting
September 16, 2024
Commissioners’ Chambers — Paris, Idaho

The Board of Bear Lake County Commissioners met for a special meeting at 10 a.m. Monday, September
26, 2024, in the Commissioners’ Chambers in Paris, Idaho. Video access to the meeting also was
available via Zoom. Members present were Board Chairman Bradley D. Jensen, Commissioner Rex L.
Payne, Commissioner Wynn S. Olsen and Amy Bishop, Clerk of the Board. Attorney Adam McKenzie,
Deputy Clerk Paul Christiansen and various members of the public also were in attendance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA - ACTION ITEM

MOTION: Commissioner Payne made a motion to approve the meeting agenda. The motion received a
second from Commissioner Olsen. The motion carried.

SET LEVIES

County Clerk Amy Bishop said that, while she had presented to the Board all the pending tax levies on a
written form, there had been a couple delays. Firstly, the Liberty Cemetery District had sent its budget
notice for publication to The News-Examiner and — believing the budget had been published
appropriately — proceeded to hold its public hearing. However, there was an issue and the notice never
was published by the newspaper. After visiting with officials at the state, Bishop said she had been told
the notice would have to be published and the hearing needed to be held a second time. This
information had been relayed to Glade Hymas with the Liberty Cemetery District, and he had ensured
the newspaper published the notice upon a resubmission. The hearing had been set but had not taken
place at the time of the Board’s special meeting.

Secondly, Bishop said, the Geneva Cemetery District had not submitted a notice of publication to the
Clerk’s Office before the deadline, and Bishop had been unable to find any evidence that the budget
notification ever had been published at all. She said she had reached out to the cemetery district and to
the state, and she now was waiting for direction so this matter could be resolved.

When the Board held its budget hearing, $1,400 of property tax had been dedicated to the Consolidated
Elections Fund. While this is not a levying fund, it involved another adjustment to the total property tax
amount figured on preliminary values, Bishop said. The budget did not change but she had to adjust the
cash forward on the current expense to account for that item. Property tax had been reduced by $500
overall, she said.

The overall levy had reduced, but the Road and Bridge amount had increased, she said.
The total value of the county — $2,265,525,959 — is the amount that will need to be divided.

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to set the certified county levies, with the Geneva and
Liberty Cemetery Districts to be certified based on completion of their public hearing process. The



motion received a second from Commissioner Payne. The motion carried.
ATTORNEY ADAM MCKENZIE ITEMS

County Attorney Adam McKenzie advised he had prepared and completed the Board’s written decisions
on three subdivision and zoning changes on which they had taken action on in previous meetings.

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW FOR BENNINGTON ROAD VACATION

McKenzie briefly reiterated the action taken by the Board of County Commissioners concerning the
vacation of a portion of 200 North, lying between 100 West and 200 East, in Bennington. Based on the
comments offered and information gathered through a public hearing held on August 12, 2024, the
Board had opted to vacate areas that were not being used for public purpose — namely through the
reduction of the roadway width from the platted 132 feet to 90 feet.

The decision had been formalized in Bear Lake County Resolution No. 2024-06, ready to be adopted,
McKenzie said.

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to adopt Bear Lake County Resolution 2024-06, to
vacate and abandon a portion of county road located on 200 North, lying between 200 East and 100
West, in Bennington. The motion received a second from Commissioner Payne. The motion carried.

WRITTEN DECISION ON NORTH SHORE FARMS SUBDIVISION

McKenzie reminded the commissioners that the Board had denied by motion made on August 12, 2024,
the preliminary plat application for the North Shore Farms Subdivision, which had been submitted by
Jean Brown. The denial had been made based upon recommendation by the Bear Lake County Planning
and Zoning Commission, and the written decision presented by McKenzie incorporated a report
submitted by Keller Associates, the county’s engineer.

WRITTEN DECISION ON CLOVER CREEK MEADOWS DEVELOPMENT

McKenzie reminded the commissioners that the Board had denied by motion made on August 12, 2024,
the preliminary plat application for the Clover Creek Meadows Subdivision. Though the Bear Lake
County Planning and Zoning Commission had recommended approval of the preliminary plat
application, the Board had denied the application based on a letter submitted by the Idaho Department
of Environmental Quality which had raised concerns regarding the impact of the subdivision on
groundwater and the impact on the public water system for the City of Montpelier. The concerns raised
did not appear to have been addressed.

In addition to DEQ’s letter, which had been attached to the written decision, McKenzie said Keller
Associates also had identified items within the application that were deficient and did not meet county
standards and requirements. That report also had been included in the written decision.

LETTER OF SUPPORT SIGNING FOR BEAR LAKE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE CONSERVATION



EASEMENTS

The Board had provided its verbal support — made by motion at its September 9, 2024, meeting — for the
Bear River Watershed Conservation Area program that had been discussed by Jeremy Jirak, Bear Lake
National Wildlife Refuge manager. The conservation area program works to acquire easements of
farmland through positive working relationships with landowners. Furthermore, the program aids with
preservation of natural wildlife habitat, Commissioner Jensen said.

Commissioner Payne reiterated a point that Jirak had made in his original presentation and said the
program does not prohibit grazing or haying on the land, but instead allows for a perpetual easement
with a requirement for weed management and wildlife-friendly fencing. Whereas this program does not
impede agricultural practices, and because a few of these conservation easements already are in place
in the dingle area, it would be wise for the county to continue with this good partnership.

MOTION: Commissioner Payne made a motion to sign and submit a letter of support for the Bear
River Watershed Conservation Easement program. The motion received a second from Commissioner
Olsen. The motion carried.

LISA TRANSTRUM & TRICIA WOOLSTENHULME — FAIR GROUNDS BUILDING PLAN

Bear Lake County Fair Board Members Tricia Woolstenhulme and Lisa Transtrum came before the Board
to discuss plans for two existing food vendor buildings at the fairgrounds. The two buildings —a wooden
A-frame and a cinderblock building located near the center of the fairgrounds — have long been used as
the primary on-site food vendor locations during the county fair. Unfortunately, Transtrum said, these
buildings no longer meet fire or health code requirements and will either need major and costly updates
or to be removed altogether.

The cinderblock building needs a fire suppressant system, she said. However, the building’s ceiling is so
low that any fire suppressant system that would be installed also would hang low, thus becoming a
potential accident hazard for workers who may collide into it. Furthermore, the cost of such a system for
both buildings would be a combined $60,000, with another $30,000 cost for the installation.
Additionally, new sinks are needed in both buildings.

Transtrum said Bear Lake County Fire Chief Mark Parker for this year’s fair had allowed for some actions
to be taken in order for the buildings to be used. However, she said, that will not be an option going
forward.

Parker, who was present at the meeting, told those gathered that if a plan forward was made available
and he could see the improvements actively were being worked on, the upgrade implementations could
be done over a two- or three-year period.

Woolstenhulme said it might not be in the county’s best interest to keep dedicating sums of money —
small and large alike — to the upgrades and improvements of these two aged buildings. Transtrum
agreed, adding that perhaps the fair board would be better suited to utilize the public surplus system
auction website, which has been used by the county in the past, to auction the contents of the buildings.



Additionally, this method could be used to auction the right for the highest bidder to tear down the
buildings, salvage what they could use and remove the rest of the debris.

Commissioner Payne asked if a small room could be built on the rear of one or both of the buildings that
would be dedicated to the cooking areas in order to make these buildings both compliant with health
and safety standards.

Woolstenhulme advised the buildings brought in limited revenue for the fair board this year. The pair of
buildings garnered just $3,500 of revenue this year, whereas the fair board received $600 from each

food truck vendor that was hosted at the county fair. Because of this, the area on which the buildings lie
likely could be better used if the buildings were removed and the property was made into more sites for

food truck vendors, she said.

The two buildings in question had been used for a long time and had served the needs of many
activities, groups and causes. However, the buildings just do not see the use or demand they once had,
Woolstenhulme said. Additionally, food trucks are required to meet the same standards and inspections
as any buildings. By no longer using the buildings, that burden is placed on the vendors and taken off the

county, she said.

Commissioner Payne asked if there were any foreseen adverse effects of bidding out the demolition and
salvage of these buildings. Commissioner Olsen advised the cinderblock building is comprised of just
cinderblock, and the A-Frame has no insulation. Because of these factors, there should be no danger of
asbestos present.

If the fair board goes forth with demolition, it should include a stipulation that no large equipment be
used on the asphalt pathways — which had only been put in at the fairgrounds a couple of years ago. It is
very easy to damage that asphalt, he said.

Transtrum said the fair board wants to get a five- or 10-year plan in place. Down the line, public
restrooms will be needed because the fair already is beginning to feel the effects of not having adequate
accommodations to serve the large number of people who attend yearly, she said.

Concerning the building demolition and salvage, Transtrum said she hoped the job could be completed
before winter. There could be some good revenue brought in to the fair board’s coffers through the
auction of the buildings’ contents and from anyone who bid on the opportunity to demolish and salvage
the buildings themselves, she said.

Parker advised the fair board not auction the propane tanks that are in place in conjunction with those
buildings, as that would present a liability. Furthermore, he said, those tanks could be utilized in other
areas of the county if they would not be used anymore by the fair board. Additionally, someone from
the City of Montpelier will need to examine the sewer and water hookups to those buildings, and they
will have to be disconnected prior to the work.

MOTION: Commissioner Payne made a motion to grant the Bear Lake County Fair Board the approval
to move forward with the demolition of the two discussed buildings and the auction of the building



salvage materials and the items contained therein. The motion received a second from Commissioner
Olsen. The motion carried.

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to adjourn the Bear Lake Board of County
Commissioners Special Meeting. The motion received a second from Commissioner Payne. The motion

carried.

The commissioners’ meeting adjourned at 10:37 a.m.
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