Bear Lake County Commissioners’ Special Meeting
June 27, 2025
Commissioners’ Chambers — Paris, Idaho

The Board of Bear Lake County Commissioners met for a special meeting at 8:30 a.m. Friday, June 27,
2025, in the Commissioners’ Chambers in Paris, Idaho. Video access to the meeting also was available
via Zoom. Members present were Board Chairman Rex L. Payne, Commissioner Wynn S. Olsen,

Commissioner Alan P. Eborn, and Amy Bishop, Clerk of the Board. Also in attendance were Bear Lake
County Attorney Adam McKenzie, Deputy Clerk Paul Christiansen and various members of the public.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA - ACTION ITEM

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to approve the agenda for the June 27, 2025, special
meeting. The motion received a second from Commissioner Eborn. The motion carried.

RESOLUTION FOR DRAUGHT DISASTER DECLARATION

Speaking on the county’s decision to assert an emergency drought declaration, Commissioner Payne
advised the process for entering such designations seems to change slightly each time it is used. The
current drought designation, once in force, will be active through November 10, 2025, and the
commissioners are required to make this declaration by resolution, he said.

Bear Lake Couty Emergency Management Coordinator Nic Higgins had quickly written the declaration
for the commissioners, and it was designated as Resolution No. 2025-05, Clerk Amy Bishop said. She
continued to read the resolution in full.

After looking over the language of the proposed resolution, County Attorney Adam McKenzie identified
two areas that needed correction before adoption. He advised that the resolution referred to

Idaho Code 46-1002, subsection 3, to define “Disaster” as, in part, “the imminent threat of widespread
or severe damage or loss of property resulting from any natural or manmade cause.” However, upon
examining that code, that definition actually came from subsection 2, he said.

Additionally, McKenzie had found Idaho Code 46-1002, subsection 4, defined “Emergency” as an
“occurrence of imminent threat of a disaster or condition threatening life or property that requires state
emergency assistance to supplement local efforts to save lives and protect property or to avert or lessen
the threat of a disaster.” However, upon examining that code, that definition actually came from
subsection 3, he said.

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to approve and adopt Bear Lake County Resolution No.
2025-05, with a correction to the clauses referring to Idaho Code 46-1002 and the definitions for
“Disaster” and “Emergency,” as identified is subsections 2 and 3, respectively. The motion received a
second from Commissioner Eborn. The motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION — IDAHO CODE 74-206(1)






MOTION: Commissioner Eborn made a motion to go into executive session according to IDAHO CODE
74-601(1) (b) To consider the evaluation, dismissal or disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges
brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual agent, or public school
student.

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Olsen.
Roll call vote. Commissioner Olsen, aye. Commissioner Eborn, aye. Commissioner Payne, aye.

The Board requested Bear Lake County Planning and Zoning Administrator Mitch Poulsen, Planning
and Zoning Chairman Albert Johnson and Planning and Zoning Commissioner Devin Boehme join the
executive session.

The Board of County Commissioners and those invited to attend entered executive session at 8:37
a.m.

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to leave executive session and to re-enter the Board’s
regular meeting. The motion received a second from Commissioner Eborn. The motion carried.

The Board re-entered its regular meeting at 9:08 a.m.

ADDRESS PERSONNEL MATTER

Following the executive session, Commissioner Payne reported the Board of County Commissioners had
reviewed a recording of the Bear Lake County Planning and Zoning Commission’s most recent meeting,
which was held on June 18, 2025. The commissioners had found the allegation that a threat had been
made during that meeting to be invalid, he said.

It was the Board’s belief that the person who had made the allegation had misheard what actually had
been said. Additionally, the Board found said allegation had been attributed to an incorrect party.
Furthermore, Commissioner Payne said, what actually had transpired was a member of the P&Z
Commission had made a motion to deny a lot split application.

The Board found no further action needed to be taken, he said.

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to adjourn the Bear Lake Board of County
Commissioners’ Special Meeting. The motion received a second from Commissioner Eborn. The

motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 a.m.
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