Bear Lake County Commissioners’ Special Meeting
January 8, 2025
Commissioners’ Chambers — Paris, Idaho

The Board of Bear Lake County Commissioners met for a special meeting at 9:00 a.m. Wednesday,
January 8, 2025, in the Commissioners’ Chambers in Paris, Idaho. Video access to the meeting also was
available via Zoom. Members present were Board Chairman Bradley D. Jensen, Commissioner Rex L.
Payne, Commissioner Wynn S. Olsen. Clerk of the Board Amy Bishop was excused to attend an Idaho
elections conference in Boise. Also in attendance were Deputy Clerk Paul Christiansen, County
Superintendent Todd Boehme and various members of the public.

County Attorney Adam McKenzie was excused from the meeting due to another obligation.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA - ACTION ITEM

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to approve the agenda for the January 9, 2025, special
meeting. The motion received a second from Commissioner Payne. The motion carried.

RESOLUTION FOR GRANT APPLICATION AND MATCH - PHASE 2, DINGLE HOT SPRINGS ROAD

Bear Lake County Superintendent Todd Boehme advised the Board he was applying for $3 million in
federal grant funding to assist with Phase 2 of the ongoing Dingle Hot Springs Road project. Because that
application had to be submitted on Thursday, January 9, to the Local Highway Technical Assistance
Council (LHTAC), Boehme asked the commissioners to formally adopt a resolution declaring county
support for the project and a commitment of $220,200 for the associated funds match percentage.
Those funds already are available and will be held in reserve for this project.

Phase 1 of the project totals 2.5 miles of roadway, and the second phase will extend a length of 1.2 miles
of pavement and connect to the first phase portion, Boehme said. The majority of this road project lies
on Bear Lake National Wildlife Refuge property and utilizes the existing road footprint, as per refuge
requirements. Additionally, in Phase 1, the wildlife refuge had requested an environmental survey be
done for the entirety of the project. Because of the extent of the project and the requirement placed on
the county, Boehme said he hoped more funding will become available in the future to be used for
asphalting of the roadway.

Of the $3 million grant funding, $600,000 will be utilized for design and preliminary engineering of Phase
2. The remaining $2.4 million will be dedicated to the construction portion of the project, he said. While
the environmental study had been conducted, LHTAC has advised Boehme another survey may have to
be conducted because gravel has been added to the road surface a couple of times since the project
began.

Commissioner Payne suggested Boehme work with the refuge in an effort to post signage along that
road in order to indicate the refuge requirements placed upon that thoroughfare that led to it being
narrower than other county roads.



Boehme advised he is working with the refuge in order to secure an actual right-of-way deeded to Bear
Lake County in that area, which will allow for vehicle pull-offs.

Bear Lake County Resolution No. 2025-01 supporting the identification and funds percentage match for
the Dingle Hot Springs Road, Phase 2, was read into the record by Deputy Clerk Paul Christiansen.

MOTION: Commissioner Payne made a motion to approve Bear Lake County Resolution No. 2025-01 -
Supporting the Identification and Match for the Dingle Hot Springs Road, Phase 2. The motion received
a second from Commissioner Olsen. The motion carried.

TITLE VI NONDISCRIMINATION PLAN SUBMISSION

In conjunction with the adoption of Bear Lake County Resolution No. 2025-01, the county also needed to
approve and submit a copy of its Title VI plan, Deputy Clerk Paul Christiansen said. The Title VI plan
states the policy of Bear Lake County that no person shall on the grounds of race, color, national original,
sex, disability or age be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to
discrimination in any county operation.

Christiansen reported that Clerk Amy Bishop — who was excused from the meeting in order to attend an
Idaho elections conference in Boise — had worked closely with the Franklin County Clerk’s Office and had
modeled Bear Lake County’s plan after Franklin’s in order to comply with the requirements.

As a subrecipient of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) funding, the Bear Lake County’s grant
application submissions will benefit from this updated Title VI plan if it is in place at the time of any grant
submissions, County Superintendent Todd Boehme said. The updated plan will allow for a better grading
score when applications are reviewed by the body that evaluates them, he said.

Commissioner Jensen asked if County Attorney Adam McKenzie — who was excused due to another
obligation — was able to review the submission prior to its submission to the Board for approval.
Christiansen advised he did not believe McKenzie was able to review it beforehand, but the
commissioners could choose to approve the Title VI plan subject to McKenzie’s review.

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to accept the Title VI Plan for Idaho Transportation
Department Federal Highway Administration Subrecipient, subject to review by County Attorney Adam
McKenzie. The motion received a second from Commissioner Payne. The motion carried.

MOTION: Commissioner Olsen made a motion to adjourn the Bear Lake Board of County
Commissioners Special Meeting. The motion received a second from Commissioner Payne. The motion

carried.

The commissioners’ meeting adjourned at 9:16 a.m.
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